Ihe History
of Measlesg

Written accounts of measles date back to the 9th
century. Prior to the availability of the measles vaccine,
which was licensed in 1963, nearly all children got
measles by the age of 15. Between three to four million
people in the U.S. were infected each year.

The Disease

Known by its distinctive
red rash, measles is a

highly contagious disease.

The virus spreads
through coughing and
sneezing and can live on
surfaces for up to two
hours. 90% of
unvaccinated individuals
exposed to the virus will
contract measles.

Global Situation

Measles is the one of
the leading causes of
death in children.
Prior to the vaccine, an
estimated 2.6 million
people (mostly
children under the age
of 5) died from
measles each year
worldwide.
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Complications

Measles infection can
have serious and lasting
consequences, such as
pneumonia,

blindness, and hearing
loss. A rare, but often
fatal disease called
subacute sclerosing
panencephalitis (SSPE)-
swelling of the brain can
occur years after the
person has seemingly
recovered from

the illness.
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The Introduction of
the Meagleg Vaccine

A Vaccine

In 1963, a

highly effective vaccine
for measles became
available to

the public in the

U.S. This vaccine is now
commonly combined
with the mumps and
rubella vaccines and
referred to as the MMR.
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Acheivements

In 2015, about 85% of
the world's children
received one dose of
the measles vaccine by
their first birthday.
Between 2000 and
2015, the measles
vaccine saved an
estimated 20.3 million
lives.
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Worldwide
Initiative

By 2000, measles still
accounted for 1.1 million
deaths annually, calling
for a more robust global
initiative to reach all
children with the
measles vaccine.

Though great strides have been made in immunization
coverage, currently 18.7 million children worldwide go
without basic vaccines. We cannot rest until every child
is reached. Everyone should have the same access to
life-saving vaccines regardless of where they live.
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